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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 1640 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SHUM, EAID, NU 

SUBJECT: LONG COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON NICARAGUA 
REF: (A) STATE 76270; (B) MANAGUA 1605 

1 . THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR COMMENTS IN PARAS THREE THROUGH FIVE OF 
REFTEL A WAS CONVEYED TO PRESIDENT SOMOZA DURING OUR MEETING IN HIS 
OFFICE AT NOON TODAY (APRIL 1 1). WE FIRMLY EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SHOWING PROGRESS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRIOR TO NEXT LONG COMMITTEE 
HEARING ON NICARAGUA SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 21. WE MENTIONED LIFTING 
STATE OF SIEGE AND TIGHTER INSTRUCTIONS RE CONDUCT OF NATIONAL 
GUARD AS EXAMPLES OF FORWARD STEPS THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL IN DEPART- 
MENT'S EFFORT TO PRESERVE SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

2. THE PRESIDENT REPEATED GON POSITION THAT LIFTING OF STATE OF 
SIEGE WOULD OCCUR AFTER PRISONERS COMPLETED THE PROCESS OF APPEALS 
AS REQUIRED BY MILITARY LAW, AND THAT HE COULD NOT INTERFERE WITH 
THIS PROCESS. HE ADDED POINTEDLY THAT HE WOULD NOT, IN ANY EVENT, 

LIFT THE STATE OF SIEGE NOW BECAUSE IT WOULD APPEAR THAT HIS GOVERN- 
MENT WAS RESPONDING TO CONGRESSIONAL PRESSURE. HE SAID THE PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY HAD TAUGHT HIM QUOTE NEVER TO NEGOTIATE UNDER PRESSURE 
UNQUOTE. SOMOZA ALSO STATED THAT HE HAD GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS THREE 
TIMES OVER PAST SIX MONTHS TO NATIONAL GUARD COMMANDERS TO ACT 
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WITH CARE AND RESTRAINT IN COUNTER-INSURGENCY OPERATIONS. 

3. SOMOZA ASKED ME TO TELL YOU THAT YOUR STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
BEFORE CONGRESS LAST WEEK WAS REASONED AND BALANCED. BUT HE INDICATED 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE COMPELLED TO TAKE DEFENSIVE ACTION 
AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, MUCH AGAINST HIS INCLINATION OR DESIRE, 

IF NICARAGUA WAS SUBJECT OF UNFAVORABLE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION. 
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HE WANTED ADMINISTRATION TO KNOW THAT IT WAS ITS OWN POLICIES THAT 
FORCED HIM TO RESPOND ON THE VARIOUS LEVELS AVAILABLE TO HIM. HE 
MENTIONED TRADE AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS IN THIS CONNECTION. 

4. THE MESSAGE CONVEYED BY SOMOZA IS THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WILL NOT 
RESPOND FAVORABLY TO PUBLIC PRESSURE FROM CONGRESS OR ADMINISTRATION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS, THAT U.S. ASSISTANCE IS NOT INDISPENSABLE OR 
ESSENTIAL TO SURVIVAL, AND THAT HE INTENDED TO REACT STRONGLY IN 
EVENT CONGRESS CUT OFF U.S. ECONOMIC OR SECURITY ASSISTANCE ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS GROUNDS. HE RESPECTED THE SINCERITY OF ADMINISTRATION 
VIEWS ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN NICARAGUA BUT DISAGREES 
STRONGLY THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE SERIOUSLY VIOLATED. HE BELIEVES HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S RECORD ON THIS ISSUE IS BETTER THAN MANY COUNTRIES IN 
HEMISPHERE NOT SUBJECT TO UNFAVORABLE CONGRESSIONAL OR ADMINISTRA- 
TION ACTION. 

THEBERGE 

NOTE BY OCT: DESSIMINATION COORDINATED WITH S/SO PER MR. GAMBLE. 
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